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Notes include:- 


SEASON: Favourable, 


EXPORT FRICES AND EXTERNAL TRADE CONDITIONS: Export 


prices steady but outlook for wheat not maintained. 
Beonomic effects of invasion of Holland and Belgium. 
Reduced rations in U.K. British oversea trade, April, 
1940. Slump of oversea stock exchanges. 


WOOL: Arrivals in Sydney to May 16, 1940. Aust. trade 
with countries occupied by Germany. South African 
sales to U.S.A. and Japan. British exports maintained. 


WHEAT: Heavy fall in Oversea markets. Improved crop 
prospects in Europe and North America, Progress of 
Australian disposals. Local market quiet, prices 
unchanged, 


BUTTER: Production low. Reduction of British rations. 

METALS? Rige in tinand silver prices in Londons 

INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY RELATIONS. Sterling and franc 
weak on New York open market. U.S.A. "freezing order" 
akfecting Dutch and Belgian credits. Duteh goid. 


Swedish bank rate. 


WHOLESALE TRADE, N.S.W. - Employment - March, 1940 
- Sales under Sales Tax Acts - March and March Qr,,1940. 


QVERSEA TRADE, AUSTRALIA - April and July-April, 195940). 


SAVING BANKS, N.S.W. = Deposits ary: Reece 1940 
Open Lec Oumis: Yo ~ © eg : ; 


BUILDING PERMITS, METROPOLIS. 
- Value and Dwellings froposed ~- April and Jan.=Apr. ,1940. 


MOTOR VEHICLES, N.S.W. - New Motor Sales - April,1940, 
- Registered Vehicles at 30th April, 1940. 


GAS AND ELECTRICITY, SYDNEY - Index of Consumption - 
April, 1940. 


BUSINESS STATISTICS - WEEKLY NOTES - 


S 
elst May, 1940, 
PART I. PRIMARY ND EXPORT INDUSTRIES. 


SEASON, General but mostly light rain fell last week and over the weck- 
end there were further falls along the central part of the coast ; 
Excollont germination of wheat is reported. Pastoral conditions are 
generally favourable. 


EXPORT FRICES AND EXTERNAL TRADE CONDITIONS. The level of Australian 
export prices is virtually stabilised by the British contracts. 

The slump in Oversea markets for wheat if continued will affect the 
price and disposal prospects for tho large quantity of wheat yet 
unsold. The index number (Commonwealth Bank) of Australian export 
prices in Australian currency is 81.4 per cent. of the 1927 average 
and 28.4 and 9.4 per cent. higher than one and two years ago. i 


German occupation of Holland and a large part of Belgium renders 
more vital than ever the British market to the Australian economy e 
Both countries were importers of wheat and Belgium was the principal 
market for Australian barley exports. British experts belicve the 
invasions of recent months mean a tightening of the British blockade 
and shipping available to the Allies has been increased; but against 
this there are the new dangers-to ocean transport now that Dutch 
martes are in Germany's hands. 


It has been announced that Australia and Japan have mutually 
intimated their desire for preservation of the status quo in the 
Dutch East Indies. This has important economic as well as strategic 
significance to Australia, 


Qn May 27 the British sugar ration is to be reduced to 8 OZ. from 
igGzs weekly; the butter rati¢m of 8 oz» weekly is t0.-be helved from 
pone Oo, Sid an carly reduction in the bacdn ration is forecasted by tie 
Ministry of Food. 

British exports in April (fstg. 48.3m.) were highest for any month 
Since 1950, and £stg. 13.2 m. more than in April, 1959. The value 
of imports increased from £stg.70m. in April, 1939 to £stgell(m. 
Miompeil.s L940. 


Between May 9 and 17 industrial share values fell about 16 per 
cent, in New York and 6 per cent. in London. There was very heavy 
selling in New York. 


WOOL. Wool arrivals in Sydney from July 1, 1939 to May 16, 1940 wee 
1,248,969 bales. This was 215,526 bales more than in the corresponding 
period of 1938-39, Approximately 4,000 bales of fellmongered wool 
were appraised in Sydney last weck. The stoppage of wool haulage 
owing to the coal strike may result in less wool being available for 
the clearing-up appraisements in June than was expected. 


The undertaking of the British Government to purchase the entire 
Australian wool clip for the duration of the war and one season 
thereafter has an added significance as a result of Germany's conquests. 


EXPORTS OF WOOL FROM AUSTRALIA. ANNUAL AVERAGE, 1950-39. 
Belgium. Netherlands. Foland. Czechoslovakia, 


Quantity (bales, 000) 588 46 44, 35 
PeOpOrELOM Of ail 


wool exported 
(per cent.) SPAS) te bas es 


South Africa is deprived of some open=-market buyers, but. secured 
a significant increase in purchasing from the United States and Japan 
in 1939840, South African disposals to these countries were?-~ 


July~March. 
1938-39. 1939-40. 
To United States (Million 1b.) a 30,16 
t! 


To Japan 1g oe 12.85 /tne... 


Pon t, (Conbinued, } 


The South African Woolgrowers! Association will seck a renewal of the 
British wooOlebuying scheme in the coming season. 


; It is reported that British export trade in finished woollen foods 
is well maintained, but because of difficulty in obtaining wool and 
tops the home market demand for yarns and piece-goods cannot be met. 


The agreed price for the 1959-40 clip (13, 43'75d, (Aust,) por lbs) 
compares with the market avorage of 9.9d. per 1b. a year ago and 
is within 6 per cent, of the average for the three seasons ended 
1937-358, which was the highest of the postedepression period. 

AVERAGE PRICE OF GREASY WOOL IN SYDNEY. 


Seasons ended June. May 13 


1926-29, MOLROO. JUST. LIOGs 2OOGy 1939, 1940, 


a 


Fence (Aust,.) 
per 1b. Tee 8.5 LGye) “Lee? © Sore 9.9 13.4(a) 


(a) Agreed price for British vurchase of 1939-40 clip; subject to 
addition of one-half profit on re-sale of wool outside U.K. 


WHEAT, Wheat futures have slumped heavily in oversea markets. Between 
May 11 and 18, July futures fell approx.d() cents a bushel in Chicago 
and 2() cents a bushel in Winnipeg. This was due to war developments 
and the closing of further wheat importing markets to world trade. 
United States grain exchanges have, as asked by the Secretary for 
Agriculture, pegged grain futures at last Saturday's closing prices, 
which were lowest of this season. 


May rains have improved the outlook for North American spring wheat 
and in Europe warm weather has benefited crops. 


Ah London cable (19.5.40) refers to "The British appropriation of 
Canadian wheat" but as yet there is no further information regarding 
this. 


The Australian Wheat Board disclosed that 5.55 million busheis 
of wheat were sold in the fortnight ended May 17, 1940. According 
to the statement 112.2 mb. have been sold, 23,2 mb. will be 
required for local consumption for the balance of the year and 
60.125 mebe remain for disposal abroad. "The shipping position 
had improved and special precautions had been taken against mice 
in wheat stacks." It is understood that payment for 28 m.b. of the 
British purchase will be made on July 19, 1940. 


Some small contracts for export flour were made but generally the 
local market was dull last week. The Board's prices were unchangeds 
bagged wheat for export 4g.adper bushel, and silo wheat for local 
flour and small export orders, 4seS5d, per bushel, fee, at portse 
T) bring local prices into line with oversea prices a substantial 
reduction will be necessary. 


The price of flour (including tax) was steady at Bl diss Der. eu Ge. 


fPRICES? OM Sc aee 


Peat i, (Continued, ) 


PRICES OF WHEAT IN NEW SOUTH WALES, 


Bulk Wheate 
Equiv.cx 
Ex trucks Farm, Countr 
Sydney, Sidings (a 
Sede per bushel, 
Average - Seasons 1930-31 to 1934-35 2 93 Ca ee 
- Season 1936-37 By 4 ae 
- E>) V1 258—59 oe 1 9 
- April, 1939 2 5 cs 
le 2 & 
" 1940 Srl tby (c) 
May 18, 1940 4 ((b) Ge 


(a) Excluding bounty. (b) Price for sale for local consumption. 

(c) The first advance gave farmers about 2s.1d. (not) a bushel, 
A further substantial payment may accrue if the unsold wheat 
ia sOld satisfactorily. 


BUTTER, There is unlikely to be an increase from the present low level 
of butter production for three or four months but stock in most 
dairying districts should winter well. 


The 16cal wholesale price of butter is 158s.8d. per cwt,. (unchanged). 


Lord Woolton ‘stated on May 15 that the British butter ration 
would be reduced from 8 oz, to 4 oz. weekly from June 3, 1940, 
According to recent reports actual consumption has been not much more 
than 4 O0Ze Or 5 6zZ. a week, It is believed Australian butter, which 
has boen sold at 18.7d,(stee) 2 ibs was landed in England ot seevsn f¢ 
the Ministry of Food which permitted sale at 1s.4d.(stg.) a 1b. 
The high price of butter and the availability of ample supplies of 
eheap margarine are the principal causes of the fall in British 
consumption of butter from about S1lb. per head weekly before the war. 


The agreed price for the British 1939-40 purchase of Australian 
Pieeretors,2d, (Aust,) per cwt., f.o.b., Australian port) ads 
22s.(Aust.) above the epee parity of the price on the London 
market Of a year ago, and compares with exp ort parities in eariice 
years as shown bclow?- 


PRICES OF BUTTER - EXPORT AND LOCAL. 


Average - Seasons ended June. - it May 18. 
1929-32, 1933-36, 1937-39. 1959. 19396 1940. 


> 


Shillings (Aust,) per cwt. 
Export Parity 155 88 ee 123 15 Ly Can 


Local Sales. 173 Loe 150) 159 
(a) Agreed price for British purchase, 1939-40. 


METALS. Tin priccs in London rose sharply (£stg6.10s. 4 ton) on May 13 
and fluctuated in following days but at Lstge 269 128.6d. a ton on 
Friday last, were higher than at any time since April, 1937 except 
Only On Dec.11l and 12, 1959 when Open market selling was resumed. 
The accession of Holland as an ally is expected to make possible 
PiOser control of the market for tins 

The price of silver 21s0 advanced in London last week (2od~ stg 

per 62.) and at ls.lidd. ocr oz. on May 17 was above the average 

for any month since December, 1930.6 


/Part II. . 


Piru: dk, 


rice of 


Kate of Exchange, 


INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY RELATIONS, 


Gold 
- (London) 


London | London 
on on 
New York, |! RSUPaS., 


£stg. 


(Pegged from Sept.1939 


: 
iverage=1957 7 4,94 124,6 

"  =1938 if 4,89 170.6 | 
Ay. duly ,1959 is 4,68 LI Gy 7 
i hug. " 7 4,61 RGA 
" Reb, ,1940 8 8 0 Ne NOK TYG U6 
Piar,, " 8 8 0 4,03 176.6 

meoc,, Bre &G A405 PE 6ae. 4 
Beril 27,1940/ 8 8 0 4603 T76y6 
ier, 4, " a 8 «() 403 176,6 
t" oa <8 ego 4.03 U76y6 
H on Or ote e AOS E76. 


Se a ee ee 


no selling quotations on May 135 and 17. 
exchange, 
unchanged. 


Qn May 13, 


be a eae eee 
g to £ste,. ag 


New York |New York — 


on 
London. 


to | Z to £ste, 


4,94 
4,89 
4,68 
4.61 
5296 
Oe V9 
be 00 
5e0l 
5-48 
Becd 
See) 


On 
Paris ° 


2 to Fr.100 


(Open Market). 


> 
oe 


WNWNNWNWNWH?A 
HW @® oO 
co GCAO RO LO COnES 


mn 
VY 


ee 


During the past week the open market quotation in New York for 
Stuemling fluctuated in the Vicinity of 25.20 to. £ste, 


There were 


The "Otek sakes. Om 


Sterling for dollars and for French france. eontinned 


the United States Treasury released Belgian and 
Ay & 


Dutch Government funds from a "freezing order" which then applied 


Only to private credits of nationals of those countries. 


A 


further order of May 17 "re-froze" Dutch credits at the request 


Our “welave! IDibmeelay Wiaisaksieene aie wave) Wisk uy 


shipment of 


It is reported that/part of Dutch gold holdings valued at &stg. 


20 


million was not effected before the German occupation, 


Sweden has found it necessary to increase its bank rate from 3 


per cent, to 3 per cent. 


PORGTN ay eres 


PAR Like FINANCE AND TRADE. 


WHOLESALE TRADE. Sales made at whilesale in New South Wales (as re 
R : rd- 
ead under the Sales Tax Acts) increased in March by 7.5 per er ei 
March quarter by Sec per cent. and in Sept.-Mar. (the war months } by 
8.8 per cents in comparison with the corresponding periods of 1938439, 


March. March Qr. 


Value Of Goods Sold : £ Millione 


1937-38 


3 15.78 45.71 ANARGI o) 
1938=39 161 o 45.56 112 26 


; Hapner prices and effects of increased export income and war expen= 
diture upon purchasing pOwer are indicated as factors in the increase 
as the value of retail sales has alsi increased. Direct sales of war 


materials by factories are probably a greater influence as the figures 
include non-taxable guodss 


Employment in wholesale trade shows little change. In wholesale 
firms with ten or more employees the number of persons employed in 
March, 1940 (25,963) was 281 greater than in March, 1939, This was a 
smaller increase for the period than in any of the preceding three 
yearsi- 


Year ended March. 


BoS7 1938 1939 19406 

Inerease in empliyment ) ES77e ILISS sys 281 
: Res cae Persons : ; 

with wholesalers with ) 7.9 4.7 eG Lea 


10 or more employees ) Per cente 


Comparative statistics of wholesale trade are appendede 


WHOLESALE TRADE NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Sales by Registered Traders. | Employment with Whole- 


2a we Soe age es |p eae Se Selhe iaauigias with Ten or 
Three Inercase 
pea gene eee Var ch | more Employees « 
ended. | Qr. of pre=| ne 
March. “March. ceding yea February Marche —- 
£& million | £ million; Per cent.; Persons | Persons 
| | 
1932 9.55 | 28.96 1.0 | 17,638 (June, 1933). 
Don tbe45: | 45.81> | 18.1 24,318 {| 24,140 
1938 hose Aes eo | Ad | 24. Bbna 4 S2oyeae 
1939 ibe ie aS) | Sl (=) Upc. | <egua0 | 25,682 
1940 16,07 | 427,04 | 562 | 25,074 | 25,865 
Ss ee ———— Peo eS 


Minus sign (-) denotes decreases 


OVERSEA TRADE, AUSTRALIA. 


Tlele million) and imported in to Australia 


In April, 1940 merchandise exp 
(Sat ce. tec 


per cente and 79.6 per cent. respectively in 6xeess On, 


1939. 


A high level of exports has been maintained and 


season is being prolonged by difficulties in providing 


Import totals by months since the war began cimpare 
one and two years earlier as under:-= 


IMPORTS 
Septe 
1937-38 965 
1938<39 Yaw 
193 9=4.() 663 


OF MERCHANDISE = AUSTRALIA. 


VALUE : &stge 


orted (LstgBe 

me) were 63el 
values in April, 
the export 
shippinge 


with those of 


MILLION. 


TO Gene) 
Oct. Nove CCe ane Febe Mare Ape aT 
965 10e8 9.4 9.2 Gels “Del | L050 The) 
Seen t.B: Tel 842 igi eras 668 64.69 
eet AT 1S A559" O56 eed 764 
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Paar Til. (Continued.) 


Oversea prices and (cean transport costs have increased, and recent 
import totals were swllen by the arrival of war equipment. Import 
restrictions admit Categories A, B and C goods ordered before Dec. 1 
1939 for -import up to June 30, 1940: hence the restrictive effect is 
yet ty be realised. 


? 


As from May 1, 1940 export of over 100 specified commodities’ neces= 
sary for defence purpises became subject ty license. The proclamation 
tneluded metals, ores, minerals, chemicals, manufactures of iron and 
steel, etc. A license is required to export or import all jute goods, 


metal working machine tools, petroleum products, tetracthyl lcad and 
solutions. 


Extension Of the war ti the Netherlands and Belgium may decrcase 
export opportunitics in Europe, but increase them in the East Indics 
and adjacent markets, from which many enquiries for Australian goods 
have already cmanatede 


Comparative particulars of commodity trade (appended) show over the 
ten months ended April virtually equal export and import. totals. 


OVERSEA TRADE = AUSTRALIA - MERCHANDISE ONLY. 


Value in £ste. millions 


| 
Merchandise - - 
- Exports Roce widest th Coeas SIS AS) QB aay S252 Dae to 
- Imports Sie fo bLeee 003 Logo 93 216 


82.58} 94.58 


026 | eld 


Commodity Balance} 203 “1.08 vey eb | eed ae 
ra \ 


es ee { 


fi Preliminarye Minus sign (=) denotes excess of imports. 


SAVINGS BANKS « During April, 1940 the amount on deposit in savings 
banks in New South Wales increased by £297,000 tO £87,056,000, and was 
£834,000 greater than in April, 1939. Taking March and April together 
40 inelude Easter holiday withdrawals, the movements in recent years 
wercs« 


Inercase (*#) or Decrease (=) in Savings Deposits, March and April. 


1936 LOST 1938 1939 1940) 


en 


£000 (=)ce77 (+) Wes (els ()s6o “ay 


Influences behind recent movements in savings deposits are the 
rising trend of incomes due t© higher export prices, increased employ- 
ment and war expenditure, with subscriptions to the war loan and the 
purchase of war savings certificates as contrary factorse The Commnon= 
wealth Troasurer disclosed on May 16 that savings certificates to the 
value Of £227,511 had been sold in New South Wales. 


The number of open savings accounts is inercasing gradually, and 
in April, 1940 was nearly 20 per conte greater than in April, 1935. 


/SININGS BANKS eeceees 


PART III. (Continucd). 


SAVINGS BANKS IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


cpositors! Balances. Bee gah 


Number of open 


= Savings Accounts « 
At 31st | At 30th | In Yoar At 31st | At 30th 
| Marche | April. | aa ended otal ewes Aprile 
£000 | £OOO | £000 000 ; 000 
| | a 
1932 70,767 69,678 (-) 9089} (-)352 (Mar. 1933 ‘= 1,028) 
1937 GoLT 7) 19, 961 "191 Se ew ecu 
1938 |85 , 989 845211 220 eee ao 1,266 ere 
1939 186,269 86,222 (=) exon slacehs eRe ons 
1940 86, 5759 BT4056 4 297| 834 1,319 1,220) 


Minus sign (-) denotes decreasce 


PARIS Ns 


PART IV. INDUSTRIES, 
BUILDING PERMITS - METROPOLIS. 


NOTE: These statistics do not include Government Buildings. 


Permits have increased cach month of this year. 

Mie ork toval(£l, 041,000) exeeeded that of pri 
1939 by £109,000. But the futurc trond is uncertain, 
Totals for Jan.-Apr. were lowest in the city (£287,000) 
since 1954 and decreased appreciably in the suburbs also. 

Howse proposals introased strikingly in April, but for 
other types of building values for April and Jan.-April 
declined compared with 1939, 

Dwellings propvsed in April numbored 666 in 1939 and 
909 in 1940. In Jan.-Apr. there was a decrease from 
eels dwellings in 1959 to 2684 this'year, 


During the war months building permits granted in Sydney and 
suburbs decreased up to December, but have increased in each month 
Of this year, In April the value (£1,041,000) was £109,000 greater 
tien in April, 1939 (partly due to the changing date of Baster) 
Paeomen £215,000 less than in April, 1958. 


In the six months ended April, 1940 permits decreased in value 
by 2l.o and 28.5 per cent. in comparison with the corresponding 
periods of one and two years earlier, respectively. How far the 
progressive increase of the past fow months is significant of the 
future trend is conjectural. Monthly comparisons are:- 


Nov. Dec. Jamis Bobs Mar. Apr. —fotat 
oo a ea > six months 


Value of proposed buildings (£000) 


1957-58 ies 1153 905 899 1303 1256 6645 
1938-39 . 1325 957 864 pod S/S) 932 6050 
1959=4() oN 602 699 755 87 () 1041 4764 


In April, as in every month since July last, permits in the city 
wore below valucs of a yoar carlier, but tho total for the suburbs 
was highest of any month of the war period and 21.9 per cent, greater 
than in Jpril, 1939. This year however, suburban permits in Jan.-Apr. 
were £154,000 lower in value than last year, while the city total was 
lowest for the period since 1954, 


= ee 


Month of April. Four months ended April. 
City. | Suburbs. Uno ers elle City. 
J —— 


£000 | £000 


cSt 195 796 2942 
L958 oye: 4563 
1939 804 ‘ 35787 

eS) 5565 


There was a noteworthy incrcase in the value of house proposals ia 
April, 1940. Values for cach brick and wooden and and fibro houses 
wore much greater than in April, 1959, far surpassing those of any 
other war month. These incrcascs raised the $otal Lor houses, 2Or che 
first four months of the year to a level about midway between that 
of 1958 and of 1959. 


/BUILDING....0 


rane IV.” (Continued,.) 


BUILDING PERMITS T() ERECT, ALTER OR ADD TQ HOUSES ~ METROPOLIS, 


: ames 
| Brick Houses. | Wooden and Fibro Houses. 


—— — 


& oS 
lOve | Dec. | Jan. | Feb, 


ee Apr, 


Dec. |Jan. 


| eer ! 


Mar . d e 
p O ° 


i ' i 
Valuc in Thousands of Pounds, | 


19358=59| 402 | 327 | 552 568 | 587 
1939-40) 344 | 25 fe é 
+s) 1805 596 560) 


{ 


e72 | gg | 47 
{402 | 70 | 38 


on April, 1940 inclusion of £100,000 for extensions to an hospital 
caused an increase in the class offices, theatres, etc. but otherwise 
all principal types of non-residential buildings were lower in value 
than in april, 1939, The amounts for the four months for flats 
shops, factory buildings and offices, theatres, churches, ete. were 
ae those of Jan.-Apr.1939 as indicated at foot of the appended 
ablei-= 


PRIVATE BUILDING PERMITS GRANTED - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS. 


Period iWood ‘Flats. Hotels. | shops.| Factories | Offices, 


igiealielke 


&Ce (a) | (b) (c) Theatres| Total. 
a ee i: on a 7 eae IO 
E000 £000 [E000 {e600 Penne S000" E00 ae 
fpr il ~- | | 
1939 272 | 60 | 222 Se 932 
194() 402 {| 171 | 169 re 1041 
Jane-Apre= | 
1939 284 | 791 aie a7 3787 
1940) 318 | 565 218 128 53 65 
sn oe a en ei ee! eae : a Bee Eo 
Movement(e) +76 7f) 412. Of 28.8%| + 2.8% fF 24.7% -11.1% 


Includes (a) conversions to flats (b) shops with dwellings 
(c) public garages. (d) Including £100,000 for extension of 
Bi heOspital, (e) dans=fhpr.1959 to 1940, 


Building prospects gonerally are affected by reactions to the 
war, rising incomes and higher costs of building; as regards factory 
buildings, by the expansion of war industries and of other manu- 
facturing to replace imports, and generally, by credit conditions 
and financial policy in relation to the war. Co-operative building 
societies are a diminishing influcnce which will be restored only 
if war exigencies permit of finance boing found for prospective new 
societies. Advances arc boing approved under the Government's scheme 
to assist persons in the lower wages category to acquire new homes, 
but initially these will cxtend to only 400 borrowers. 


DWELLINGS. The number of now dwelling units proposed in buildings for 
which permits were granted in april, 1940 was 909. This was greater 
than in any month since August, 1939, 245 more than in ApP its, 1959, 
but 94 less than in April, 1938. There were 295 more individual 
houses and 30 fower flat dwollings (new and converted) than in April 
1939. To some extent comparisons were affected by the changing date 


of Easter. 

Particulars of dwellings included in permits in Jan.-Apr. of each 
of the last five years are appended. These disclose a sustained high 
level of house building and a marked decrease (48.6 per cent. compared 
with two years ago) in the provision of flat dwellings. 


JPERMITS es 


Pant iV. (Continuod, ) 


PERMITS T() ERECT BUILDINGS CONTAINING DWELLINGS - METROPOLITAN AREA. 


| Four Months cnded April. 


Type of Dwelling. | 1936, | 10957. | 1988. | 1939. | 1940, 

| Number of Dwo elise , 
Houses = Of Brick | 1039 | 1004 
= Of Wood, Fibro,ctc. WOLD os ch be 9 LY 

Total - Houses —s|,_ 1312 86 


Flats ~ In Now Flat Buildings ie kts 
- In Converted Buildings | 
- With Shops, and Hotels 


Total - Flats, etc. 


Total Dwellings lroposcd 


es: 3064 
Less Domolitions & Conversions 


L100 oe 


93_ 


Net Additional Dwellings 2007 
The number of dwellings proposed in the first four months of this 

year represents an annual rate of 8,052, This is below tho total 

Of any ycar since 1936 and 32 per cont, below that of 1938. Trends 

in the provision of housing since 1929 were as shown below: 


NUMBER QF DWELLINGS TROFOSED - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS. 


Galendar Year. Janesapril 

ee i ccne es <p IPO 1939. |1940. 

Individual Houses TOS | Veco 1, Seay BSe 

Piats,with shops,etc.| 5,097 656 896 
Net Total 9,804. | 1,809 


rs After deducting demolitions and conversions. 


MOTOR VEHICTES. The decline in new motor vcohicle sales, which began in 
1938-39 and was hastened by the war has continued. In April, 1940 
sales of new cars were 49 per cent. and of lorrics and vans 37 
per cent. less numerically than in April, 1938. Comparisons illustrat- 
ing the recent trend are:- z 


AVERAGE NUMBER OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED - PER WEEK (N.S.W.)¢ 


Lorries and Vans. 


Cabs and Omnibuses. 


sD bse ie ap id 


Cars, 


1936-37 456 1526 1452 
1937-38 470 1505 
1938-39 505 |435 
1939-40) 


é Exclusive of most military and air force vehicles. 


Since August, 1939 the number of registered motor vehicles of all 
kinds has decreased by 5,751 with decreases of 3,045 for cars and 
1,277 for lorries and vans, The decreases in April were 1,285, 1,015 
and 27, respectively. 


/tnereased. «as 


PART IV. (Continued, ) 


Increased motor taxation, certification of road-worthiness before 
re-registration, higher prices of petrol (now 2s.5d. gal. compared 
with 1lsel0d. gal. before the war and 1s.8d. gal. on Janel, 1939) oils 
tyres, etc. and enlistments are factors behind the decrease in new : 
motor sales and in registrations. It is stated that petrol consumption 
has decreased from 25 to 30 per cent. since the war began, | 


The numbers of motor vehicles registered at various dates werc3- 


NUMBER OF REGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLES IN NEW SOUTH WALES, 


Mar ° Apr ° 


Thousands. 
| | 


Sars 203.2 |214,.7| 216.6 | 216.6| 215.11 214.61 214.6 
Meise and Vans 72.0 | 76.41 77.7 | W705 | vert veal mee 
fi Vehicles 308.5 | 325.9) 329.2 | 328,6| 525.6] 5248] 5235 


GAS AND ELECTRICITY. The amount of gas and electricity consumed in_Sydney 
and suburbs in the first four months of this year was about 64 per 
cent. greater than in Jansg-Apr., 1959. The index number for April 
was 57 per cont, above the average in April 1929 to 1931 and 9,3 per 
cent. highor than in April, 19359. (The latter increase was due in 
some part to the changing incidence of Easter. ) 

Rapid cxpansion of war industries is responsible mainly for the 
recent increase in consumption. Factors in the persistently rising 
trend of the past seven years are general industrial expansion (in 
March, 1940 employment in factories was 55 per cent. greater than 
in 1928-29), the greater use of powcr machinery and equipment 
commercially and in homes and increasing population. 
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